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Nature Morte, by Michael Petry

‘Nature Mor te” , t r ans la ted l i ter a l ly  f rom the French as  ‘dead nature ’ , i s  a  genre 
of  ar twor k which dates  back as  far  as  the anc ient  Egypt ians . More commonly 
known as  ‘ s t i l l  l i fe ’ , the genre i s  recogn ised pr imar i ly  through i t ’s  dep ict ions of 
inan inmate objects , such as  food, f lower s , or  other such domest ic  ephemera .St i l l 
l i fe  wor ks ach ieved the i r  zen i th in  the Western t r ad i t ion around the end of  the 
16th centur y, but  cont inue to be produced today, in  new and intr igu ing forms .

I t  i s  th i s  modern re- imag in ing of  the genre that  insp i red ar t i s t  and author Mi-
chae l  Petr y  to br ing together over 180 contemporar y ar t i s t s  in  h i s  2013 book 
‘Nature Mor te ’ . Subsequent ly, in  h i s  gu i se as  Director of  MOC A London and 
a longs ide Curator Rober to Ekholm, he s taged a tour ing exh ib i t ion based upon 
the publ icat ion , which would t r ave l  Europe for  three year s , v i s i t ing Sweden, Nor-
way and Poland before f ina l ly  return ing to London.
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N O R W A Y  2 0 1 5
Hå G amle Prestegard,  Stavanger
6 June -  30  August

The flyer for Nature Morte at Hå Gamle Prestegard, NorwayInterior views of  Nature Morte downstairs at Hå Gamle Prestegard

In  the summer of  2015 the Nature Mor te tour made i t s  f i r s t  s top at  Hå              
gamle prestegard ,  a  former pastor ’s  res idence which now funct ions as  a  modern 
ar t  ga l ler y  and cu l tur a l  centre . Wor ks f rom the core 62 tr ave l l ing ar t i s t s  were        
ar r anged over both the ground f loor of  the space and the lo f t , in  which the 
t r ad i t iona l  t imber roofing and sombre l i ght ing accentuated the pro ject ions and 
v ideo wor ks of  Jenn i fer  Ste inkamp and Gui l l aume Par i s .
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4
Interior views of  Nature Morte downstairs at Hå Gamle Prestegard
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Interior views of  Nature Morte upstairs at Hå Gamle Prestegard
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S W E D E N  2 0 1 6
Konsthal len-Bohusläns  Museum,  Uddeval la
7  May -  28  August

The entrance to Nature Morte at Konsthallen - Bohusläns Museum

When  Nature Morte ar r ived in  Sweden in  2016 the exh ib i t ion was hosted by 
Konstha l len-Bohus läns Museum, in  the town of  Uddeva l la . 10 new Swedish and 
Nord ic  ar t i s t s  were added to the presentat ion , and for  the f i r s t  t ime h is tor ic 
wor ks f rom the museum’s  co l lect ion were shown a longs ide the contemporar y 
p ieces . Th is  fac i l i ta ted an ar t i s t i c  d i scour se which reached back f rom the mod-
ern ar t i s t s  a l l  the way to the Old Master s  of  the 16th and 17th centur y. 
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The flyer for Nature Morte at Konsthallen - Bohusläns Museum
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Interior views of Nature Morte at Konsthallen - Bohusläns Museum 
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Barnaby Barfod, Do It Again I Didnt Press Record



Interior views of Nature Morte at Konsthallen - Bohusläns Museum 
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Interior views of Nature Morte at Konsthallen - Bohusläns Museum 
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P O L A N D  2 0 1 7
The Four  Domes Pavi l ion,  Nat ional  Museum,  Wroclaw
18 Februar y  -  14  May

In  the beg inn ing of  2017 , the tour made i t s  most  impress ive s top thus far, a t 
one of  Po land ’s  main br anches of  i t s  Nat iona l  Museum system in Wroc law. The 
exh ib i t ion was her a lded by impress ive , mul t i - s tor y d i sp lays  of  s ignage around 
the c i ty, and rec ieved extens ive cover age on Pol i sh nat iona l  te lev i s ion and press . 

The exh ib i t ion i t se l f  was aga in bols tered by the showing of  h i s tor ic  wor ks f rom 
the Nat iona l  Museum’s  co l lect ion , and the introduct ion of  over 30 nat ive ar t i s t s . 
As par t  o f  the presentat ion , a  nat ion-wide jewel ler y  competet ion on the theme 
of  s t i l l  l i fe  was a l so exh ib i ted wi th in the space , add ing an ent i re ly  new ang le on 
the centr a l  theme . 

Interior signage for Nature Morte at The Four Domes Pavilion, Poland 
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Exterior signage for Nature Morte at The Four Domes Pavilion, Poland 
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Interior views of Nature Morte at The Four Domes Pavilion, Poland 
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Jim Skull, Untitled
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Interior views of Nature Morte at the Four Domes Pavilion, Poland 
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Interior views of  Nature Morte at The Guildhall Art Gallery 
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E N G L A N D  2 0 1 7 / 1 8
The Gui ldhal l  Ar t  G al ler y,  London
7 September  2017 -  2  Apr i l  2018

The Nature Morte tour made i t s  f ina l  s top at  London’s  Gui ldha l l  Ar t  Ga l ler y 
in  September, 2017 . The Gui ldha l l  i s  known for  hous ing the Ci ty  of  London’s 
h i s tor ic  ar t  co l lect ion of  some 4 ,000 p ieces , but  exh ib i t ions of  contemporar y 
ar twor ks are pr act ica l ly  unheard of . Thus , when Nature Morte reached London 
i t  was met wi th widespread media interest .

The d isp lay at  the Gui ldha l l  Ar t  Ga l ler y  incorporated wor ks f rom the Ci ty  of 
London’s  wor ld renowned co l lect ion of  c lass ics , enr ich ing the h i s tor ica l  d ia logue 
wi th in the show l ike never before . Conver se ly, sever a l  contemporar y p ieces 
f rom the tour ing show were d isp layed upsta i r s , in  the h i s tor ic  ga l ler y, thus d i s -
r upt ing the t r ad i t iona l  nar r at ive even fur ther. 
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Exterior view of The Guildhall Art Gallery  
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Guildhall Art Gallery
7 Sep 2017 – 2 Apr 2018

cityoflondon.gov.uk/naturemorte

The flyer for Nature Morte at The Guildhall Art Gallery 
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Michael Petry, Revenge of the Florist 
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Interior views of  Nature Morte at The Guildhall Art Gallery  
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The curators speak at The Four Domes Pavilion, Poland 

Over the cour se of  Nature Morte ’s  in ternat iona l  tour the exhbi t ion at t r acted a 
lar ge amount of  at tent ion f rom myr iad media out lets , r ang ing f rom onl ine blogs 
to nat iona l  tv  companies .

Images of  the opening recept ion for  the Nat iona l  Museum, Wroc law (shown be-
low and to the r ight)  document how Nature Morte was ant ic ipated eager ly  as 
one of  the landmar k cu l tur a l  events  that  year. Curator s  Michae l  Petr y, Rober to 
Ekholm and Małgorzata Santarek subsequent ly  conducted many inter v iews for 
Pol i sh nat iona l  te lev i s ion .
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The opening reception at The Four Domes Pavilion, Poland 

The curators being interviewed for Polish natonal television 
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2015 -  2018



Nature Morte at Konsthallen-Bohusläns Museum reviewed by Swedish press

Nature Morte at The National Museum, Wroclaw banner advertisement

Nature Morte at Konsthallen-Bohusläns Museum reviewed by Swedish press
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Nature Morte at The Guildhall Art Gallery reviewed by The Guardian 
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Nature Morte  rec ieved extens ive 
press  cover age f rom Eng l i sh media 
out lets  when i t  came to London in 
2017 , inc lud ing fu l l  page rev iews 
f rom The Guard ian , and The T imes , 
shown here . The exh ib i t ion was 
among The Guard ian ’s  ‘F ive of  the 
Best ’ cu l tur a l  events  and The T imes ’ 
‘Top P icks ’ . 

Nature Morte  a l so featured in 
Ar ts  Industr y  Magaz ine , Countr y 
L i fe , Londonis t , The Metro, Wom-
ens Weekly, and many other pr inted 
publ icat ions and on l ine blogs . 

Nature Morte Press Features

Norway

Sweden

Poland

England
Apol lo Magaz ine
Ar ts  Indusr y Magaz ine
Countr y L i fe
The Guard ian
The Jonathon Ross Show
Londonis t  Magaz ine
The Metro
The Times
Womens Weekly



Nature Morte at The Guildhall Art Gallery featured in The Guardian’s Five of the best

Nature Morte at The Guildhall Art Gallery featured in The Time’s Top Picks 
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Nature Morte at The Guildhall Art Gallery reviewed by The Times 
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NATURE  MORTE
Nature Morte Ar t ists
Travel l ing Ar t ists
Peter  Abrahams , Sue Ar rowsmith , Annie Attr idge , Az iz  + Cucher, Conrad Bakker, 
Barnaby Bar ford , Ber thold Be l l , Per  Chr i s t ian Brown, Mat Col l i shaw, Marcus 
Cope , Michae l  Cra ig-Mar t in , John Dugda le , Rober to Ekholm, Saar a Ekström, 
Nancy Fouts , Nick Fox , Anya Gal lacc io, Ana Genovés , Or i  Ger sht , R igober to 
A. Gonza lez , Cynth ia  Gre ig , Mar t in  Gustavsson , Je f fer son Hayman, Pau l  Haze l -
ton , Todd Heber t , Renata Hegy i , B i l l  J acobson , Alexander James , Peter  Jones , 
Edward Kay, Rob Kesse ler, A lana Lake , Janne Malmros , Caro l  Mar in-Pache ,L iv ia 
Mar in , Caro l ine McCar thy, Damien Meade , John Mitche l l , Po l ly  Morgan , Dermot 
O’Br ien , Gabr ie l  Orozco, Br uno Pacheco, Gui l l aume Par i s , Michae l  Petr y, Marc 
Quinn , Er ic  Rhe in , Miho Sato, Rebecca Scott , Andro Semeiko, Jane S impson, J im 
Sku l l , Matt  Smith , Rob Smith , Jenn i fer  Ste inkamp, R ichard Stone , Yuken Ter uya , 
Mac ie j  Urbanek , Mathew Weir, James White , Kr a ig  Wi l son , Cindy Wr ight

Addit iona l  Ar t ists  -  Norway
Jone Kv ie , Hanne Tyrmi

Addit iona l  Ar t ists  -  Sweden
Anna Camner, Dan Per r in , Ernst  B i l l g ren , Jone Kv ie , K lar a  Kr i s ta lova , Mats        
Adelman, Matts  Le ider stam, Ni l s -Er ik  Mattsson , Sa l ly  K indberg , F i l ippa Bar kman

Addit iona l  Ar t ists  -  Poland
Magdelena Abakanowicz , Jan Jaromir  Aleks iun , Zdz is law Beks insk i , Andreze j  B ie-
lawsk i , Fe l i ce Bose l l i , Renata Buz iak , Jan K jet i l  B jorhe im, Wlodz imierz  Borowsk i , 
Kr ystyna Cybinska , Wito ld Deder ko, Andrze j  Dudek-Durer, Marek Gardu lsk i , Dar-
ren Jones , Tadeusz Kantor, Przybys law Kr a jewsk i , Hanna Krzetuska-Gepper t , An-
drze j  Lachowicz , Jerzy Lewczynsk i , Zb ign iew Makowsk i , Ni l s -Er ik  Mattsson , K laus 
Wehner, George Ner l i ch , Malarz  Nieznany, Jerzy Nowos ie l sk i , V ic tor ia  Reynolds , 
Jadwiga Sawicka , Jonasz Stern , Al ina Szapoczn ikow, Zbign iew Tomaszczuk , Bar-
bar a Zwor ska-Raz

Addit iona l  Ar t ists  -  Eng land
Emma Bennett , Maur iz io Bong iovann i , K im Baker, Claud ia  Car r, S imon Eng l i sh , 
Helena Goldwater, James Har t  Dyke , Kate Joyce , John Ka ine , Sa l ly  K indberg , 
Ni l s -Er ik  Mattsson , Aidan McNei l l , L i sa  Mi l roy, Car los  Noronha Fe io, Michae l 
Raedecker, Jane Te l ford , Cammie Tolou i , C lare Twomey

Front Cover -  B low Up , Or i  Ger sht
Back Cover -  Mi lk and Ear th , Peter  Abrahams

Book Design : E l l iot t  Higgs
Publ ished : 2017
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Bill Jacobson, Interim Portrait #378


